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general stores, one apothecary shop, one 
clothing store, several small groceries, two 
hotels, two physicians, one lawyer, mechani.cs 
of all kinds, millinery shops and four churches. 
When the city was incorporated, on March 15, 
1851, the population of Carbondale was just 
over 5,000. In 1855, the city contained 41 
stores, twelve saloons, one brewery, three 
foundries, a marhle yard, and two brokerage 
firms. In 1879, there were, among others, 20 
general stores, thirteen groceries, three 
hardware stores, three merchant tailoring 
estahlishements, four tobacconists, one men's 
furnishing store, two harness stores, six 
milliners, six meat markets, thirteen 
restaurants and saloons, three foundries, four 
furniture stores and planing mills. By 1890, the 
population had increased to 10,833; in 1900, to 
13,536; in 1910 to 17,040. 

CITY GOVERNMENT 

1851-1913; Mayor, Select Council (4 members), 
and Common Council (12 members) 

1914-1976: Mayor and City Council (4 members 
elected from the city at large) 

1977-present:In 1972, the Pennsylvania 
Legislature passed Act 62, and under its 
provisions local citizens were provided with 
the opportunity to determine what form of city 
government would be best suited to their local 
needs. The citizens of Carbondale, accordingly, 
adopted a Home Rule Charter, which became 
effective on the first Sunday of January, 1977. 
Under its provisions, the city is governed by a 
mayor and a seven-member city council. 


THE CARBONDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
AND MUSEUM, INC. 

Officers and Board of Directors, 1984-1985 

President: S. Robert Powell 
First Vice-President: John V. Buberniak 
Second Vice-President: Henry J. Loftus, Jr. 
Secretary: Robert J. Tomaine 
Treasurer: Howard A. Yepson 

Board of Directors: the above-named officers 
of the Society, and: James Hepburn, John N. 
Kiefer, Jr., Joseph J. Pascoe, Susan B. 
Stephens. 
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